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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: REPORTED RESUMPTION OF ISTANBUL-ATHENS AND IZMIR- ATHENS 
FLIGHTS BY TURKISH AIRLINES 

REF: (A) ATHENS 9351 (DTG 031350Z SEP 76), (B) ANKARA 6810 
(DTG 031450Z SEP 76), (C) ANKARA 6766 (DTG 021444Z SEP 76) 

1 . MORNING SEPTEMBER 7 EMBOFF DISCUSSED WITH MFA OFFICER IN 
CHARGE OF AEGEAN AIR SPACE MATTERS, GAZNE SOYSAL, RECENT 
REPORTS THAT TURKISH AIRLINES (THY) HAD APPLIED FOR 
PERMISSION TO RESUME FLIGHTS BETWEEN ISTANBUL-ATHENS AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 06855 071546Z 

IZMIR-ATHENS. SOYSAL CONFIRMED THAT THY HAD APPLIED TO THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


GREEK CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES FOR SUCH PERMISSION. THE 
TURKISH APPLICATION INDICATED A CIRCUITOUS ROUTING FOR BOTH 
FLIGHTS. I.E., ISTANBUL-SOFIA ATHENS, WITH NO STOP IN 
SOFIA AND IZMIR-THODES-ATHENS, WITH NO STOP IN THODES. 

2. SOYSAL SAID GREECE HAD APPROVED THE THY REQUEST BUT HAD 
ATTACHED SEVERAL CONDITIONS. IN THE CASE OF THE IZMIR-THODES- 
ATHENS ROUTE. GREECE INSISTED THAT INITIATION OF FLIGHTS BY 
THY BE ACCOMPANIED BY GOT STATEMENT SAYING THAT NOTAM 714 
WAS BEING WAIVED IN THIS CASE. GOT WILL NOT MAKE SUCH A 
STATEMENT AND THEREFORE CONSIDERS THIS CONDITION AS AN 
EFFECTIVE REFUSAL TO PERMIT THE IZMIR-ATHENS FLIGHT. 

3. THE OTHER CONDITIONS WERE NON-POLITICAL IN NATURE AND 
ACCORDING TO SOYSAL CREATED NO PARTICULAR PROBLEMS FOR 
TURKISH AUTHORITIES. NEVERTHELESS, HE SAID THAT THY AUTHORITIES 
WERE CONCERNED THAT THE ISTANBUL-SOFIA- ATHENS ROUTE WOULD 
NOT BE ECONOMICALLY FEASIBLE FOR THY. DESPITE THE FACTS THAT 

A 30 PERCENT FARE INCREASE HAS BEEN AGREED TO FOR THIS ROUTE, 
AND THAT A DAILY AIR FRANCE FLIGHT IS CHRONICALLY OVER BOOKED, 
THY DOES NOT BELIEVE IT CAN MAKE THE ROUTE PROFITABLE. 
THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED, THERE 
IS VERY LITTLE LIKELIHOOD THAT THY FLIGHTS BETWEEN ISTANBUL 
AND ATHENS WILL BE RESUMED IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 
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